Making the Right Choices for the Future

2/14 Kevin & Karen Barry
2/17 Brian & Cheryl Probst

Introduction
Imagine you are in a deep sleep when suddenly you
are woken up by trash cans clanging and banging
against one another. You probably think to yourself,
“Why are they making so much noise? Do they not
know that people are trying to sleep?” However,
your dad doing your chores once again was the cause
for loud noises from trash cans. And since you were already awake, you
were wondering about the time. You look at the clock and realize you are
late for school. You must have forgotten to set your alarm. You planned
on waking up early to finish your English paper, but you stayed up too
late the night before playing your new gaming system. You also did not
work ahead on your history paper and catch up on your Bible reading.
You had the right intentions to do these things, but something pulled you
away from those good intentions. And in the end, you suffered a landslide
of consequences due to those bad choices.
Do we not realize that the choices we make each day began the day
before? Those who do not coordinate their choices will continue to make
the wrong decisions. Wrong choices can make one fall away from the
Lord, sidetracked into sin, stray from the truth, etc. Life is full of options,
and many Bible characters decided to do things in their lives. For
instance, in Joshua 24:15, Joshua and his family chose to serve God only.
Joshua appealed to Israel to make the same decision (Joshua 24:14). If
they served God faithfully, the positive long-term result would be for
them to live in the Promise Land continually (cf. Joshua 23:16; 24:13).
Likewise, if we make this type of choice, the spiritual result will be
entering eternal rest (cf. Hebrews 4:1, 11). In the upcoming weeks, we
will discuss what decisions need to be established for our futures based
on the choices Bible characters made in their lives. Pray that whatever is
holding our young people back from making the right decisions, they will
gain the wisdom and knowledge to know right and wrong (1 Kings 3:9; 2
Chron. 1:10) to make good choices that pr oduce long-term results.
Remington Afre

This Week’s Birthdays: 2/16 Jack Thompson
2/13 Lauren Case
2/14 Vicki Mansfield
2/14 Jackie Ray Hoskins
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February
Anniversaries:

2/18 Alexis Reliford
2/18 Theresa Wilson
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Meadows Prayer List
Meadows Family:
Keegan Bailey / tests
Reatha Barina / rec from hip repl
Wayne Bibb / recovering
Mildred Campbell / health
Jack & Marjorie Crabtree / Health
David Dorrell / cancer
Raye Dorrell / kidney disease
Gwen Dyson / Spinal stenosis, pain
Cheryl Gilbert / Cancer
Darline Harrell / recovering
Barbara Hood / health
Sharon Hood / health
Marsha Hoskins / health, strokes
Mary Kattawar / health
Judith Miller / recovering
Louise Runnels / rec from hand surgery
Chris Walker / health
Members Unable to
Worship With Us:
Johnnie Bean
Ruby Franklin
Floyd & Georgia Guillory
Ed Hart
Frankie King
Annie Pearl Leigh
Debbi Petree / health
Chester Runnels
Betty Jo Sorrell
Shirley Sturm / health
Billie Young
Our Friends & Family:
Caleb Barina / recovering
Presley Crill / health /gr granddaughter
to Reba Riggs, Randy’s granddaughter
Jayston Davis / cancer
Kimberly Edwards / health issues
Delfina Espinoza / health
Nancy Hamby / health
Brad & Johnny Hood / health
LaTonya Rawls / health
Jordan (Sanders) Ricks / health
Josie Self / Pneumonia / Delfina’s dau
Robert Tankersley / health
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A Qualified Leadership
This morning as you entered the auditorium you were
handed a document entitled, “Evaluating Men for the
Eldership.” One of the most important times in the life of
a congregation is when men are ordained to a leadership
position. It is an important time because a change in leadership of necessity will makes things “different.” Prayerfully, these men will be Christians who have such a great
faith in God the congregation will be propelled forward into greater heights
of glorifying God. Yet we are also warned that men who hold this position
can draw away the disciples from faithfully following Jesus and becoming
followers of them, (see Acts 20:28-30).
Therefore, with these two possibilities in mind, this document has been
placed in your hands for you to evaluate the men put forward to serve.
These men have also received this sheet and will themselves be critically
evaluating their fitness to serve! No man fits all of these qualifications to
perfection. For we all have various strengths and weaknesses. But every
man who serves as an elder should have each of these qualities evident in
their lives and they should strive to grow in each area.
God is their judge – not us. Yet He expects us to use good judgment in the
selection of leaders. The ones who are chosen by the Meadows family will
need a number of things from us. They will need our prayers (for Satan
always goes after the ones in charge – for it makes destroying the followers
so much easier!). They will need our support. They can’t do their job if
they are also expected to do our job as well. Getting involved, volunteering,
encouraging others to also work with us and these men is critical to the
over-all success of our work in glorifying God. They will need for us to
appreciate them and to esteem them very highly in love because of their
work, (see 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13).
Brethren, this is an exciting time for us. Things will change. Let us all do
all that we can to be certain this change will glorify God, and will thus be
for the better!
Rick Walker

Current Events & Activities:
Teens 4 Truth
This Afternoon … Super Bowl Sunday / The Hailey’s are
the “hostess with the mostess” / bring a dessert and arrive
between 4-4:30 pm at 109 Shadow Ridge Drive, Nederland.
We will have evening service there.

The new young ladies Bible class called
“Shine” will be starting this morning during
Bible class in room # 111. This Bible class
will be for ladies from college age ~ 45 years.
The ladies that are making this class happen: Melinda
Barnett, Rena Baxley, Meshell Heartfield, and Connie
Owens. Please stay for Bible class to attend this new class
(if you fit in that age group) which is provided just for you!

Meadows Women’s Conference

Saturday, March 12th @ 9 am

Sherrie Thomas

“Created in the Image of God”
(Genesis 1:26-27)

Servant Leadership for Women

9 am donuts / 10 am Event / Lunch
Meadows Church of Christ,
Thank you for your recent contributions to assist the
local tornado relief efforts. We received your
contributions of $2,528.76 and $2,471.24. The
outpouring of support for the tornado victims of
western Kentucky is a testament of how God works
through His people to help those in need. Thank
you for being a part of this humanitarian work.
With appreciation,
Broadway Church of Christ
(Paducah, Kentucky)

Meadows
Luncheon
&
Fellowship
Sunday,
March 13th
Following
AM
Bible class

Contribution &
Attendance
2022 Weekly Budget:
$11,400.00

Collection 2/6:
$16,437.68

Attendance:
Sunday AM (2/6) …. 135
Sunday B/C (2/6) …. 107
Sunday PM (2/6) …… 42
Wednesday PM (2/9)… 35

Weekly Averaged Collection
for January 2022:
$11,140.77

Building Fund / Parking Lot
Balance:
$286,528.71

Tornado Relief Fund:
$2,528.76 (Nov-Dec 2021)
$2,471.24 (Jan-Feb 2022)
The above amounts have already
been sent . Many thanks to all who
contributed to the tornado victims.
We are no longer taking up
donations for the tornado relief
efforts at this time. Thanks!

Mercy:
Grace:
NOT getting
Getting something
something bad
good that you do
that you deserve
NOT deserve
Angelina Church of Christ
(2213 Tulane Drive, Lufkin)
Gospel Meeting w/ Dan Manuel
“Raising the Bar”
February 20th~23rd
Sunday: 9 am, 10 am, 5 pm
Monday - Wednesday: 7 pm

God the Creator
Back in 1998, Mack Lyon, of IN SEARCH OF THE LORD’S WAY, held a
gospel meeting at Ridgewood. As is the custom of many of the ministers who
hold meetings, Brother Lyon displayed for sale a number of books that he had
written. One of the books was titled “Paul’s Sermon on Mars Hill” and contains
a 14 lesson series developed around Acts 17 when Paul was in Athens and was
invited to speak to the philosophers there. I’d like to share a portion of the
second lesson entitled “God the Creator.”
“God made the world and all things therein” (Acts 17:24). What a gr and intr oduction to God Paul gives us.
From the tiny, power-packed atom to the endless billions of miles of space so proudly adorned with galaxies, solar
systems, planets and stars in all their splendor. God made everything. That simple sentence blows our minds;
there is no way we can comprehend the thought. We accept it by faith. Paul does not argue the point with the
Athenians; he just says it is so.
That is the way the Bible introduces us to God too. Its opening sentence simply says, “In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).
The Bible offers no proofs; it merely states a fact. That fact is foundational to everything that follows in the
scriptures – all the way through the last verse of Revelation. The person who rejects Genesis 1:1 need not to read
any further in the Bible. If that first sentence is not true, there is nothing to the rest of it either. To admit the tiniest
measure of matter, space, time or energy from which and by which there just might have been a big bang, or from
which He might have expanded the rest as pre-existing or each co-existing with God is to deny the absolute eternal
nature and creative work of God. Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God so
that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear [“are visible” (NASB)] (Hebrews 11:3).

Read the first Chapter of Genesis. Apart from that account, no man knows or can know how it all began. Some
people have their opinions and theories, but no real facts exist. “By the word of the Lord were the heavens made;
and all the hosts of them by the breath of His mouth. He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap;
He layeth up the depth in storehouses. Let all the earth fear the Lord: let all the inhabitants of the world stand
in awe of Him. For He spake, and it was done; He commanded and it stood fast” (Psalm 33:6-9).
This psalm describes the awesome power of the Word of God. He spoke and it happened. When God speaks,
every person ought to bow in awe and submit to His will and “speak of the glorious honor of the majesty and the
wondrous works (Psalm 145:5). Psalm 19:1-4 and Romans 1:20 also attest to His handiwor k.
The heavens declare the glory of the awesome power of “God that made the world and all things there in” (Acts
17:24). He appears to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob by the name of “God Almighty” (Exodus 6:3). And, so He is,
but the creation says even more about Him. The Creation tells about the glory of His supreme intelligence. The
careful reader of Genesis 1 is sure to be impressed with the scrupulous attention God gave to the creation of the
world in which we live so as to accomplish the purpose He had for it.
Creation also declares the eternal purposing of the Creator. There was a plan behind it all. There is a reason for it.
Of course the Epicureans in Athens did not believe that, and neither do present-day Epicureans in our society. But
it is clear to the careful reader of the first chapter of the Bible. Paul talks about this when he says “God made the
world and all things therein.” That statement took a lot of raw courage for him to say.
So the Creator God has equipped us with all that we need for life and godliness (I Peter 1:3). We, as God’s people,
don’t struggle with life’s purpose like the Epicureans. We joyously accept and understand the benefits offered by
the Eternal God – life in abundance now and life forevermore in God’s dwelling place.
Donnie Landrum

