One Liners
Do you notice as you drive around town the short messages that
are sometimes put on church signs? It really takes creative minds
to say so much in such a short phrase. These phrases need to be
short enough to be read before passing by, but thoughtful enough
to be remembered. They may not seem like much to some, but to
some they offer encouragement, and more often than not, they are
remembered. Below are just a few examples:
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Schedule of Services:
Sundays:
Morning Worship
9:30 AM

“Daily prayer lessens daily cares”
“Trust God with tomorrow – Help somebody today”
“If you’re too busy to pray – you’re too busy”

Bible Class 10:45 AM

“To get respect – Act respectably”

Evening Worship 5 PM

“There is NO right way to do a wrong thing”

Monday Night Study:

“One week without church – Makes one weak”

6:30 PM

“If absence makes the heart grow fonder – Some people really love the church”

Tuesday Ladies
Bible Class:

As we read these messages, they encourage us to think about things that we should be thinking about rather than the
worries of the day. Paul wrote in Philippians 4:8 - “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble,
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable---if anything is excellent or praiseworthy---think about such things.”
It’s hard sometimes to think about the things Paul listed in Philippians 4:8 when we are so busy in our daily lives. But
seeing these phrases can help us focus on things that we do not think about a lot. For example, “one week without
church – makes one weak” this may be a short phrase, but it says so much. By not attending services and fellowshipping with the brethren we can become weak, and before long it just gets easier and easier not to attend.
The society we live in today doesn’t make it easy to be a Christian, so, anytime we can see something that offers encouragement or receive a word of encouragement it really helps us to stay focused. Offering our brothers and sisters a word
of encouragement is something that we should do every day.
Brad Mansfield

Wednesday Night
Devo / Bible Class:
6:30 PM
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Something to think about . . .

“Some people get angry because God put thorns on roses, while others praise Him for putting roses among thorns”
“When you put faith, hope, and love together, you can raise positive kids in a negative world”

“Home is a place you grow up wanting to leave, and grow old wanting to get back to”
“Bite off more than you can chew, then chew it. Plan more than you can do, then do it”

Elders:

9:45 AM
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What is the message?
Have you ever watched a commercial and then wondered
what they were “selling”? Some of them are so salacious
they clearly believe the old mantra, “sex sells.” Others are
just downright weird like the ones about a creature called a
“Mo-taur,” (half-man, half-motorcycle). Lately it seems
over half the ads feature a same sex couple somewhere in it.
But the ones that annoy me are the Progressive commercials. Not the ones with
Flo and her co-workers (although these are annoying). But the ones where
“Dr. Rick” (that is actually the character’s name) is trying to treat homeowners
“from becoming like their parents.” Who knew that was a condition from
which people needed to be treated?! But would it a bad thing for children to
become like their parents? What does the Bible say?

God calls for parents to help kids grow spiritually, to “…bring them up in the
discipline and instruction of the Lord,” (Ephesians 6:4). We ar e also to help
them grow emotionally. “Fathers, do not exasperate your children, that they
may not lose heart,” (Colossians 3:21). Par ents ar e to be pr ovider s. “If
anyone does not provide for his own, especially those of his own household,
he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever,” (1 Timothy 5:8).
We are even to consider our future generations, “A good man leaves an
inheritance to his children’s children,” (Proverbs 13:22).
Clearly parents are to provide an excellent example for their children to follow.
Solomon says of godly women, “She looks well to the ways of her household,
and does not eat the bread of idleness [then how are her kids respond?]. Her
children rise up and bless her,” (Proverbs 31:27-28). For God tells them,
“Children, honor your father and your mother,” (Ephesians 6:2).
Advertisers have an agenda. They want us to “buy-into” whatever they are
selling. During our children’s formative years we are selling our kids on a God
-exalting lifestyle. But we are competing with Madison Avenue’s billions in
advertising revenue. They also are trying to sell our kids on the benefits of a
particular lifestyle, a godless worldly lifestyle. Ultimately, our children are the
consumers. Into which lifestyle will they buy?!!

Rick Walker

Current Events & Activities:

Understanding the Books of the Bible (Pt. 6)
New Testament Letters

Our sympathy to
Betty Whitehead
& family in the
loss of Royce’s
twin sister, Joyce
Duvall (member
at Gulf Avenue
Church of Christ). The
visitation is Tuesday (25th)
from 12-2 pm at the Clayton
Thompson Funeral Home in
Groves (5200 39th Street).
Funeral service will follow
visitation at 2 pm. Please
keep the Whitehead/Duvall
families’ in your prayers.

Teens 4 Truth

Upcoming Events
Sunday, January 30 ...
Teen/Parent 2022
planning meeting after
AM Bible classes in
conference room
Sunday, February 13 ...
Super Bowl Sunday /
time and place TBA

Kountze Church of Christ Annual Singing
Friday, January 28th @ 7 PM
This is a great time to praise our Lord in
song for a couple of
hours. You will
definitely be uplifted!
1035 North Pine Street,
Kountze (903) 851-1094

“When we are pleased with
God, we have joy. When
we believe God is pleased
with us, we have peace.”
The family of Ernestine Case is in need of
members to come sit with her for a few hours a
day to help relieve her husband Bob. If you
are interested in helping out, please see Joey
Case for more information. Her home is
located in Vidor (995 Lamar). Thanks!

This church
is
“Prayer
Conditioned”

“The loneliest place in the world is
the human heart when love is absent”

Meadows Women’s
Conference
Saturday,
March 12th
More info coming!

Meadows Congregation
Fellowship Luncheon
Sunday, March 13th
Following AM
Service/Bible Class

Wisdom has
two parts:
1) Having a lot to
say.
2) Not saying it.

The Young Women’s
Ministry called
“Shine” will be
starting back up on
Sunday, February
13, 2022. This is a
NEW DATE for the class to begin!
This Bible class will be for ladies from
college age ~ 45 years and will take
place during morning Bible class time
in room # 111. The ladies that are
making this class happen: Melinda
Barnett, Rena Baxley, Meshell Heartfield, and Connie Owens. Please mark
this new class on your 2022 calendars
now!

Contribution & Attendance
2022 Weekly Budget:
$11,400.00
Collection 1/16:
$18,114.96
Attendance:
Sunday AM (1/16) …. 113
Sunday B/C (1/16) …. 76
Sunday PM (1/16) …… 45
Wednesday PM (1/19)… 29

Weekly Averaged Collection for
December 2021: $10,873.12
Building Fund / Parking Lot Balance:
$285,821.07
Tornado Relief Fund:
$2,386.87

Men Serving Today
Men Serving this Morning:
Song Leader: Joey Case
Opening Prayer: Donnie Landrum
Table Leader: David Owens
Scripture Reading: Matthew Case
Closing Prayer: Clery Jackson
Men Serving Tonight:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Elder
Table Leader: Guy Crabtree
Closing Prayer: Wayne Bibb
Men Serving this Wednesday:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Duane Browning

Men Serving Next Week
Men Serving on 1/30/22:
Song Leader: Mike Sims
Opening Prayer: Del Barnett
Table Leader: Jerald Bass
Scripture Reading: Jaden Keller
Closing Prayer: David Owens
Men Serving on 1/30/22:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Elder
Table Leader: Guy Crabtree
Closing Prayer: Wayne Bibb
Men Serving on Wed. 2/2/22:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Duane Browning

How do you feel when you receive a personal note from someone—an acceptance letter from a
particular school or a letter from a trusted friend or parent? Letters play a significant role in our
lives. Whether it is by email or an official letterhead, we write notes to communicate what we
think and how we feel. Likewise, the New Testament authors wrote letters to convey the mind
of God and how He feels. Since thirty-five percent of the New Testament are letters, the
characteristics they demonstrate need addressing. The first characteristic of New Testament
letters is their length. After examining other ancient letters, the average word count is 87. The
range is between 18 to 209 words. Comparing this data to the New Testament letters, Paul’s
letters averaged about 2,500 words while ranging from 335 (Philemon) to 7,114 (Romans) words. New Testament letters were
lengthy because of what needed to be said: hello and goodbye, bring the readers up to date, encourage and instruct, talk about
difficult issues, warn against false teaching, etc.
Second, New Testament letters served as the second-best option to handle situations when the author could not physically be
there. Even though an apostle was absent, it did not mean their letters were not authoritative. For example, they stated their
authority by identifying themselves as an apostle of Christ (see Galatians 1:1; Ephesians 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1). What about those
letters written by a prophet (e.g., Luke, Mark, James, Jude)? They still were authoritative since those prophets were Christian
leaders in the church. Third, New Testament letters addressed situations. The authors wrote solutions to solve problems related to themselves or the readers. For instance, Paul wrote Thessalonians to clarify an issue and wrote Colossians to address a
doctrinal issue. James wrote his letter to confront behavioral issues. These New Testament letters applied theology in practical
ways to specific situations (Duvall & Hays, pg. 254).
Fourth, New Testament letters were written carefully and delivered. When examining Romans 16:22, it seems that an apostle
had a secretary to write down words. However, this did not make these individuals the author. Another interesting note is the
apostle was responsible for the closing remarks of the letter, not the secretary (see 1 Corinthians 16:21; Colossians 4:18; 2
Thessalonians 3:17). These letter s wer e with people who happened to tr avel in the dir ection of wher e it was heading.
Fifth, the Christian community heard the letters read aloud. Since Jewish Christians heard the Scriptures aloud, the New
Testament letters were presented orally to the church (see Revelation 1:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:27; 2 Thessalonians 2:15).
Furthermore, these letters were exchanged with other churches (see Colossians 4:16). As letters play a significant role in our
lives, may the New Testament letters be in a critical role in our lives.
Remington Afre

Meadows Prayer List
Meadows Family:
Reatha Barina / upcoming hip repl
Wayne Bibb / upcoming surgery
Mildred Campbell / health
Jack Crabtree / Heart issues
David Dorrell / cancer
Raye Dorrell / kidney disease
Gwen Dyson / Spinal stenosis, pain
Ruby Franklin / health
Cheryl Gilbert / Cancer
Darline Harrell / health issues, tests
Barbara Hood / health

Sharon Hood / health
Marsha Hoskins / health, strokes
Mary Kattawar / recovering
Chris Walker / health

Members Unable to
Worship With Us:
Johnnie Bean
Marjorie Crabtree
Floyd & Georgia Guillory
Ed Hart
Frankie King
Annie Pearl Leigh
Debbi Petree / health
Chester Runnels

“When people bring up your past, tell
them Jesus dropped the charges”

**************************
“My Lord, walk with me today because
I need your help more than I know”

This Week’s
Birthdays:

1/26
1/27
1/28
1/30

Scott Hood
Medley Coatney
Adriene Reliford
Karen Barry

Betty Jo Sorrell
Shirley Sturm / health
Billie Young

Our Friends & Family:
Caleb Barina / back pain / rehab
Jayston Davis / cancer
Nancy Hamby / health
Brad & Johnny Hood / health
Shirley Peavy / T. Paul’s sister /
rec from surgery
LaTonya Rawls / health
Jordan (Sanders) Ricks / Health
Jackie Simien / Cancer, treatments
Robert Tankersley / health

“It is easier to repent
of sins we have
committed, than to
repent of those we
intend to commit”

