Restarting
About 6 years ago the leadership at Ridgewood church of Christ was wondering if a relocation could
energize the congregation and result in a greater zeal of the members. The building there was much
too large for our needs at that time. There were many classrooms and a great deal of space that was not
being utilized. At the same time, the area surrounding the building was becoming a light industrial sort
of complex. Also, there was a rise in the crime rate in the local vicinity. Some of our members were
concerned about security and were reluctant to attend services at night. There was also the nostalgic
element, some had helped (hands on) in the construction of the building. The memories of all those
who had come to understand their need to be in a saved relationship to Christ, plus the continual
maintenance required to stay saved. So many of our children had become Christians as a result of the
pulpit preaching, and the Bible class teaching had brought many to faith from things accomplished in
that location.

It had become time to rethink the location. The leadership going back 10 or 20 years had weighed that
question – stay or go. Finally (and very suddenly), a piece of property that the leadership had been
looking into became available at a bargain price. The prospect of relocation was explained to the
Ridgewood family and we overwhelmingly voted to buy the property and retrofit it for our needs.
Then became the challenge of selling the old building at its valuation. The Lord was answering a lot
of prayers because we were able to get a price near to our asking price. We were able to sell it even
before we were ready to move.
There were a number of options for where we would be able to worship while the property on Dishman
was being reshaped for our needs. The Holidome was chosen as the best option. We jokingly referred
to that time as our “wilderness” experience. The analogy isn’t quite apropos though because Israel was
testing God due to their lack of faith, and we were testing God because of our faith in Him.

Then the day finally arrived – it was an experience for the new Meadows congregation like the completion of and dedication of Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem. Finally, on May 7, 2017, what an exciting
and exultant day it was to finally get into the new facility and begin a new era of glorifying God.
We’ve had a lot of positive things going on during these 4 plus years, but Satan has been trying to stifle
our efforts with two hurricanes followed by a two year pandemic. Add to that the loss of key and beloved brethren to death and some due to relocation. We have the opportunity to prayerfully put Covid
in the rear view mirror and make 2022 a year like when Paul and his co-workers went to Thessalonica
(Acts 17:6). Those intent on
stopping Paul from preaching
said sarcastically, “Those that
have turned the world upside
down have come here.”
Let’s have that said of us in a
positive way in our city.
Donnie Landrum
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“Abuse of Power!”
The wise man Solomon says, “Death and life are
in the power of the tongue.” This king is warning
us that our words will play a role in determining
where we will spend eternity. Jesus further warns
us, “…that every careless word that men shall
speak, they shall render account for it in the day
of judgment,” Matthew 12:36. The pr ophet
James encourages us when he writes, “If anyone
does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect
(i.e., spiritually mature) man,” James 3:2. Let us look at some other points
James makes regarding this powerful part of our body.
James 3:3, “Now if we put bits into the horses’ mouths so that they may obey
us, we direct their whole body as well.” The tongue is a very small part of our
body. Yet the person who is able to control their speech will be able to control
the rest of the body as well. How we speak plays a direct role in determining
the course of our lives.
James 3:4, “Behold, the ships also, though they are so great and are driven
by strong winds, are still directed by a small rudder, wherever the inclination
of the pilot desires.” There are many great forces which impact our lives;
parents, spouse, children, employers, government, friends, strangers, etc. Yet
how we navigate through these various areas and individuals will primarily
determine what we say. When we graciously speak the truth in love (see Eph.
4:15; Col. 4:6), the outcome will be far better than if we chose anger , slander, or deceit (Jms. 1:20; 1 Pt. 2:1)! By the things we say we direct the course
of conversations.
James 3:5, “So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of
great things. Behold how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire.”
One lit match can destroy thousands of acres of woodland (seems to happen
annually in California). Yet one wrong word can destroy a marriage, a child’s
heart, a career, and even a soul!
Words have power to do great good; to encourage, to forgive, to strengthen, to
share the gospel, to talk to God! Choosing to do otherwise is an abuse of the
power God has given to each one of us!
Rick Walker

Current Events & Activities:

Understanding the Books of the Bible (Pt. 5)
Acts: Its Similarities with Luke

The monthly men’s
leadership meeting is
this afternoon at 3 pm
in the conference room.
This is for all men that
would like an update/
input on things planned
for 2022.

Kountze Church of Christ Annual Singing
Friday, January 28th @ 7 PM
This is a great time to praise our Lord in
song for a couple of
hours. You will
definitely be uplifted!
1035 North Pine Street,
Kountze (903) 851-1094

Think back to the last wedding you attended. Did the focus of the
day rest primarily on the bride? Or on the groom? Generally speaking, in our culture weddings are all about the bride - her dress, her
makeup, her hair, her bouquet. But the marriage feast in heaven will
focus on the groom. Right now and forever, the celebration is all
about Jesus! Written nearly 3,000 years ago, Psalm 45 describes the
groom, our King Jesus, on His “wedding day”:
“You are the most handsome of the sons of men; grace is poured upon
your lips; therefore God has blessed you forever. Gird your sword on your
thigh, O Mighty One, in your splendor and majesty! (Psalm 45:2-3)
Our King speaks gracious words. We are precious to Him, for He
died to make us His own. He is splendid and majestic, victorious in
the battle He fought to win us, to rescue us from sin and death. His
throne, His rule, His glory will never
end. The King has chosen us, called us,
made us His own. We are invited to
this feast! Together with all believers
from every place and time, we are His
Church, His Queen, His Bride.
To My Meadows Family,
Thank you so much for the beautiful
cards, thoughts, prayers, and the
lovely fruit basket from the wonderful ladies class. Thanks so much for
all you do. Love, Annie Pearl Leigh

Meadows Women’s
Conference
Saturday,
March 12th
More info coming!

The Young Women’s
Ministry called
“Shine” will be
starting back up on
Sunday, February
13, 2022. This is a
NEW DATE for the class to begin!
This Bible class will be for ladies from
college age ~ 45 years and will take
place during morning Bible class time
in room # 111. The ladies that are
making this class happen: Melinda
Barnett, Rena Baxley, Meshell Heartfield, and Connie Owens. Please mark
this new class on your 2022 calendars
now!

Contribution & Attendance
2022 Weekly Budget:
$11,000.00
Collection 1/9:
$7,824.13
Attendance:
Sunday AM (1/9) …. 122
Sunday B/C (1/9) …. 79
Sunday PM (1/9) …… 43
Wednesday PM (1/12) … 45

Weekly Averaged Collection for
December 2021: $10,873.12
Building Fund / Parking Lot Balance:
$285,314.47
Tornado Relief Fund:
$2,386.87

Men Serving Today
Men Serving this Morning:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Derrell Hart
Table Leader: Donnie Landrum
Scripture Reading: Brady Hailey
Closing Prayer: Del Barnett
Men Serving Tonight:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Elder
Table Leader: Derrell Hart
Closing Prayer: Remington Afre
Men Serving this Wednesday:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Jerald Bass

Men Serving Next Week
Men Serving on 1/23/22:
Song Leader: Joey Case
Opening Prayer: Donnie Landrum
Table Leader: David Owens
Scripture Reading: Matthew Case
Closing Prayer: Clery Jackson
Men Serving on 1/23/22:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Elder
Table Leader: Guy Crabtree
Closing Prayer: Wayne Bibb
Men Serving on Wed. 1/26/22:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Duane Browning

We have four biographies (i.e., Gospels) about the birth and growth of Jesus (see the
last article). We also have a historical account of the birth and growth of His church—
the book of Acts. This book is like a bridge between the Gospels and the New Testament letters (Duvall & Hays, pg. 291). In other words, what Jesus started in His ministry in Luke, He continued it through the Holy Spirit in His apostles. I single out Luke
because Acts is like a sequel to that gospel. For instance, Luke (1:1-4) and Acts (1:1-2)
have similar introductions. Theophilus is the target audience for both books. Acts 1:1
says Luke composed his gospel to tell all that Jesus began to do and teach, while Luke 1:4 says that written work
was to share the exact truth. The conclusion is, the deeds and teachings of Jesus are truthful.
Luke and Acts also have similar themes and structures. Both books contain the same miracles. For example, in Acts
9:32-35, Peter traveled to Lydda and healed a lame man named Aeneas who had been bedridden for eight years.
Compare this to the lame man Jesus healed in Luke 5:17-26. In Acts 9:36-43, Peter went to Joppa, near Lydda, and
rose Tabitha from the dead. Compare this miracle with Luke 8:40-42, 49-56 when Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter
from the grave. One of the similar structures between Luke and Acts is people journeying to the place of their
deaths. For instance, follow the thread of Jesus traveling to Jerusalem to die (Lk. 9:51; 13:22, 33; 17:11; 18:31;
19:41). Likewise, Paul journeyed from Judea to Rome for his death (Acts 27-28).
The last similarity between books is the ending of Luke overlaps the beginning of Acts. In Luke 24:49, Jesus
promised the apostles would receive power from on high. In Acts 1:4-5, 8, the Holy Spirit empowered the apostles.
In Luke 24:47, Jesus said repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name, starting in Jerusalem.
In his sermon, Peter told the crowd in Jerusalem (1:4, 12; 2:1, 5, 14) to repent and be baptized for the forgiveness
of their sins (Acts 2:38). Both Luke (24:51) and Acts (1:9-11) record the ascension of Jesus. These similarities
between Luke and Acts are reasons why they go together—one is a theological biography about Jesus, the other is
the theological history of His church. What interesting similarities and beautiful structures!
Remington Afre

Meadows Prayer List
Meadows Family:
Mildred Campbell / health
Jack Crabtree / Heart issues
David Dorrell / cancer
Raye Dorrell / kidney disease
Gwen Dyson / Spinal stenosis, pain
Ruby Franklin / health
Cheryl Gilbert / Cancer
Darline Harrell / health issues, tests
Barbara Hood / health
Sharon Hood / health
Marsha Hoskins / health, strokes

This Week’s Birthdays:
1/18 Travis Fife
1/18 Martha Richardson
1/22 Londynn Thomas
1/26 Scott Hood
1/27 Medley Coatney
1/28 Adriene Reliford
1/30 Karen Barry

Mary Kattawar / recovering
Chris Walker / health

Members Unable to
Worship With Us:
Johnnie Bean
Marjorie Crabtree
Floyd & Georgia Guillory
Ed Hart
Frankie King
Annie Pearl Leigh
Debbi Petree / health
Chester Runnels

Doug Smith has a 5ton AC unit in his
garage that needs a
compressor to work.
This AC is free to anyone that needs it.
You will be responsible for purchasing
a compressor. See Doug if interested.

Betty Jo Sorrell
Shirley Sturm / health
Billie Young

Our Friends & Family:
Caleb Barina / back pain / rehab
Jayston Davis / cancer
Nancy Hamby / health
Brad & Johnny Hood / health
Shirley Peavy / T. Paul’s sister /
rec from surgery
LaTonya Rawls / health
Jordan (Sanders) Ricks / Health
Jackie Simien / Cancer, treatments
Robert Tankersley / health

“Faith chooses to believe
in God even when life
doesn’t make sense”
“Even a ‘no’ from God has His
goodness written all over it”

