The Story
I remember (and I’m sure each of us remember) those bedtime stories that our mothers
told us that would help put us to sleep. As we grew older with our friends, we can all
remember those nights we enjoyed telling and listening to stories around the campfire.
And I’m pretty sure each of us had an uncle or cousin growing up that was good at telling stories. All of those stories were fun to hear and enjoyed by all. But, I believe the
greatest story is yet to be told.
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John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Isaiah pr ophesied of J esus in 9:6, “For
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given! And the government shall be upon his shoulder; and His name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Roman 5:8,
“But God commandeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

Jesus dwelled upon this earth for about 30 years. In all of those years Jesus never forsook His Father. Jesus went
about doing good and the will of His Father. Yes, Jesus died that cruel death on the cross. He was buried and raised
the third day to return to the Father.
Before Jesus left this earth, He was with His Apostles. John 14:5 - “Thomas saith unto Him, Lord, we know not
whither Thou goest; and how can we know the way?” Jesus answered that question in the next verse. Herein lies the
greatest story every told, “The Story of Jesus.” John 14:6 - “Jesus saith unto Him, I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”
1. Jesus is the Way: In this wor ld today, ther e ar e many ways to many things. Because of the asser tion
of Jesus of the heavenly dwelling places, His disciples knew the road He was about to travel. They knew He was about
to leave them. So, Thomas stated that they knew not the goal and could not know the path by which it should be
reached. Jesus is led to communicate to them the great revelation of verse 6. To point to Himself as “The Way,” to
represent Himself as the Sole & Sufficient means of approach to God.
2. Jesus is the Truth: Often in the New Testament do we find our Lor d Jesus associated with tr uth.
Those who saw Him as He was beheld Him “full of grace and truth.” His promise to the disciples who studied Him was
that they should know the truth, and by the truth should be made free. When the crisis of His ministry and the hour of
His sacrifice arrived, He summed up t he whole purpose of His mission in the declaration that He came into the world
in order to “bear witnessed unto the truth.” Hence,in the Apocalypse He is named as “the faithful and true Witness.”
3. Jesus is the Life: The br oadest and most impr essive distinction in natur e is that between what is
inanimate and what lives. Beautiful as are the earth’s landscapes, grand as is the rolling sea, awful as is the storm, still
there is an interest in life for deeper than can be found in the passive and the non-sentient creation. It is not, as at first
sight may seem to be the case, a fall in dignity when Jesus, having asserted Himself to be “the Truth”, goes on to claim
that He is also the life. In a universe governed by infinite reason and righteousness, the highest truth and he noblest life
must be forever linked in perfect union.

Derrell Hart
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In these three facts is told the greatest story ever told, “The Story of Jesus.”
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The Best We Can Be
Do you find it odd when Jesus gave the “Greatest Command,” He did not say, “You shall love the Lord your God
with most of your heart, a good portion of your soul, with
at least half of your mind, and a big chunk of the strength
you can muster; and you shall love your neighbor as much
as they deserve”? This is ridiculous when compared with
what Jesus actually did say in Mark 12:30-31! Clear ly,
Jesus sets the bar very high and it would require our best to accomplish it.
Yet we are not alone. God has placed His people together in groups to help
each other be their best (as a nation in the Old Testament – Israel, and in His
church in the New Testament). Some passages in the O.T. where this encouragement is given, include; “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens
another,” (Proverbs 27:17). “Two are better than one because they have a
good return for their labor … If one can overpower him who is alone, two
can resist him. A cord of three strands is not quickly torn apart,” (Eccl. 4:9,
12). Etc.
In the New Testament there are also many passages which embolden us to help
each other be the best we can be. “Encourage one another day after day, as
long as it is called ‘Today,’ lest any become hardened by the deceitfulness of
sin,” (Heb. 3:13). “Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and
good deeds,” (Heb. 10:24). “Whatever you [plural] do in word or in deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,” (Col. 3:16). “I urge you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living holy sacrifice,
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship,” (Rom. 12:1).
God expects us to be the best we can be, and He has placed us together in His
family so that we may help each other accomplish this task.
Therefore, it is important for us to seek times to associate with each other. It is
vital for us individually to offer our best to God, whether we are alone or are
acting with others as a group. (Even the Lone Ranger had Tonto!) God
deserves our best! We need to do what we can to help ourselves and each other
offer to Him what He deserves! Let us make 2022 the year we seek to help
each other also be – THE BEST WE CAN BE!
Rick Walker

Current Events & Activities:
Our sympathy to the family of Gene Corder.
Gene passed away on January 4th and was put
to rest yesterday morning. Gene was a former
member of Ridgewood. Please keep the Corder
family in your prayers.

Meadows is still taking in donations for the victims of the
tornadoes. These funds will go to the Broadway Church of
Christ in Paducah, Kentucky. The up to date amount collected
is posted on the bottom of the Contribution & Attendance
Chart in the weekly bulletin. Thanks!

Our sympathy to Duane & Tami Browning in
the loss of Duane’s mother, Marlene Colbert,
during the holidays. Please keep the Browning
family in your prayers.

Dear Meadows Ladies,
A special thank you to the
Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible
class for the lap blankets given
to Brookdale residents for
Christmas. They were
graciously received and appreciated. After receiving them,
many comments were made
about the church.
Love, Dot McCray

“Jar of Blessings”
Three years ago I made a blessing jar
after seeing the idea in a magazine.
Every night I wrote down a blessing I’d
received earlier that day, and at the end
of the year I read through the colorful
strips of paper. It’s a great way to remember the
gifts - big and small - in my life.
Then I found out a friend was battling cancer.
When friends sent her get-well gifts like teddy
bears, art supplies, and her favorite snacks, she
would share her appreciation in FB posts. That’s
just like what I put in my blessing jar, I thought,
after she thanked someone for sending roses.
Why not make her a blessing jar of her own? I
picked up a pretty jar at the craft store and cut up
slips of paper for her to record everything that
helped her get through her cancer fight. I was so
excited that I rushed it right over to her.
She posted a photo of her blessing jar and her
gratitude for the blessings in her life, including our
friendship. The biggest blessing was yet to come her doctor declared her cancer free.
Author Unknown

The Young Women’s
Ministry called “Shine”
will be starting back up
on Sunday, February 13,
2022. This is a NEW
DATE for the class to begin! This Bible
class will be for ladies from college age ~
45 years and will take place during
morning Bible class time in room # 111.
The ladies that will be over this class are
Melinda Barnett, Rena Baxley, Meshell
Heartfield, and Connie Owens. Please
mark this new class on your 2022
calendars now!

Contribution
& Attendance
2022 Weekly Budget:
$11,000.00

Collection 12/26:
$11,195.32
Attendance:
Sunday AM (12/26) …. 126
Sunday B/C (12/26) …. 62
Sunday PM (12/26) …… 40

Ladies, please mark your
calendars now! Our Women’s
Conference will take place
on Saturday, March 12th
here in the meadows.
More information coming soon!

Men Serving Today
Men Serving this Morning:
Song Leader: Mike Sims
Opening Prayer: Brad Mansfield
Table Leader: Derrell Hart
Scripture Reading: Jaden Keller
Closing Prayer: Chris Lyons
Men Serving Tonight:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Elder
Table Leader: David Owens
Closing Prayer: Derrell Hart

Wednesday PM (12/29) … 40

Men Serving this Wednesday:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Wayne Bibb

Collection 1/2:
$9,247.47

Men Serving Next Week

Attendance:
Sunday AM (1/2) …... 109
Sunday B/C (1/2) ….. 83
Sunday PM (1/2) …... 31

Men Serving on 1/16/22:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Derrell Hart
Table Leader: Donnie Landrum
Scripture Reading: Brady Hailey
Closing Prayer: Del Barnett

Wednesday PM (1/5) …. 39

Weekly Averaged Collection for
December 2021:
$10,873.12
Building Fund / Parking Lot
Balance:
$285,262.17
Tornado Relief Fund:
$2,101.05

Men Serving on 1/16/22:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Elder
Table Leader: Derrell Hart
Closing Prayer: Remington Afre
Men Serving on Wed. 1/19/22:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Jerald Bass

Understanding the Books of the Bible (Pt. 4)
Gospels
Jesus Christ is the person who is at the center of our faith. Yet, He did not write anything down.
How then can we know about Him? The Gospel writers prove His existence and tell His story.
If we want to interpret these books correctly, we must identify the communication within the
Gospels (Duvall & Hays, pg. 270). Stories are the type of communication. They grab our
attention, are fascinating, and are relatable to the characters. In a way, the Gospel authors wrote
biographies about Jesus from their personal experiences with Him. However, unlike a modern
biography, the Gospel writers did not cover the whole life of Jesus (i.e., teenage years). They
seemed to follow an ancient biography outline which began with the birth or arrival of someone
and then concluded with their death (Duvall & Hays, pg. 270). The Gospel authors also wrote topically rather than chronically
and reported what Jesus said in a variety of ways. For example, Matthew (4:5-10) and Luke (4:5-13) switched up the order of
the second and third temptation of Jesus. Likewise, the Gospels differentiate in wording such as Matthew 5:3 says, “Blessed
are the poor in spirit,” and Luke 6:20 says, “Blessed who are poor.” Instead of seeing these differences as errors, which
they are not, view them as different purposes and emphases for each book. Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the
writers chose what to include, omit, and how to arrange the stories to communicate the good news effectively.
These arrangements tell us something important, which means we need to adopt a way of reading the Gospel stories with the
method they used to write. In other words, each writer says something in each story, and how they link those stories together
to form a larger story. Use Jesus calming the storm in Mark 4:35-41 as an example. When r eading this stor y, ask the
standard questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why? and How? Notice repeated words. Be on alert for when characters
start talking. Once you know how to read a Gospel story in these ways, look for connections (i.e., transitions, conjunctions) to
discover the series of the story. For instance, before Jesus performed this miracle, the context said He told parables by the
lake (4:1). The location is significant due to where the calming of the storm would happen—on the lake. When Jesus also
taught in parables, He spoke to the crowds. However, when Jesus stilled the sea, His audience was His disciples. Because of
these changes, Mark 4:35 is the beginning of connecting a series of stories into a much larger one. Therefore, we should read
what follows Jesus calming the storm to possibly 5:43, or maybe 6:6 due to several common themes: Jesus demonstrating
other miraculous power (5:1-20, 24-34) and Jesus calling other people to faith (4:40; 5:34; 5:36). “Gospel” referred to a
political or military victory before the New Testament applied to Jesus. His apostles and prophets shared Christ-centered
stories to communicate how He won the spiritual victory.
Remington Afre

Meadows Prayer List
Meadows Family:
Mildred Campbell / health
Jack Crabtree / Heart issues
David Dorrell / cancer
Raye Dorrell / kidney disease
Gwen Dyson / Spinal stenosis, pain
Ruby Franklin / health
Cheryl Gilbert / Cancer
Barbara Hood / health
Sharon Hood / health
Marsha Hoskins / health, strokes
Mary Kattawar / recovering
Chris Walker / health

This Week’s Birthdays:
1/8 Rose Sabrsula
1/9 Bailey Draper
1/9 Madison Peden
1/10 Brad Mansfield
1/11 Carol Case
1/11 Chester Runnels

1/12 Norma Laudig
1/13 Margie “Stinkie”
Tinsley
1/14 Linda Landrum
1/15 Tony Fitzgerald
1/15 David Thompson

Members Unable to
Worship With Us:
Johnnie Bean
Marjorie Crabtree
Floyd & Georgia Guillory
Ed Hart
Frankie King
Annie Pearl Leigh
Debbi Petree / health
Chester Runnels
Betty Jo Sorrell
Shirley Sturm / health
Billie Young

Our Friends & Family:
Caleb Barina / back pain / rehab
Jayston Davis / cancer
Terry Flemings / Cancer
Brad & Johnny Hood / health
LaTonya Rawls / health
Jordan (Sanders) Ricks / Health
Jackie Simien / Cancer, treatments
Robert Tankersley / health

Doug Smith has a 5ton AC unit in his
garage that needs a
compressor to work.
This AC is free to anyone that needs it.
You will be responsible for purchasing
a compressor. See Doug if interested.

“Be stronger
than your
excuses”
“A half truth is
a whole lie”

