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   YOUth 4 Truth 
 

Thank you to those who came and drove our young people to our Christmas party this past Sunday (19th). We started 
our day worshipping with the Lordôs church in the Bolivar Peninsula. Afterward, we ate together at Marioôs Italian 
Restaurant on the Seawall for lunch. When we concluded, we saw different performances in the Lone Star Circus at 
Moody Gardens (e.g., acrobatics, the Savitsky Cats from Americaôs Got Talent). Finally, we attended the Festival of 
Lights at Moody Gardens, along with tube sliding, riding the train, eating funnel cakes, and drinking hot chocolate. 
We enjoyed our time at these events and each otherôs company. Let me share with you the message which Tony   
Pulliam preached on Sunday.  
 

Tony introduced the sermon by sharing a story of a person whom he met when he first started his ministry in the  
Bolivar Peninsula. Tony asked this individual, ñHow are you doing?ò The typical answer to this question is either,   
ñI am doing just fine, I am good, or I am doing okay.ò However, this person did not give any of those responses.   
Instead, he said, ñI am blest, joyful, and happy.ò Based on that answer, Tony asked the listeners, ñCan you say the 
same thing? Can you say you are blest, joyful, and happy?ò 1 John 4:9-10 ought to be the reasons why we should 
feel this way. First, we should feel blest, joyful, and happy based on the fact God has given us a unique and special 
gift (vs. 9). In verse nine, John described Jesus as the ñOnly-begotten". This word has the idea of ñone-of-a-kindò 
and ñunlike anything anyone has experienced.ò Jesus is a unique and special gift because He was in the bosom of the 
Father (John 1:18), and those who believe in Him receive eternal life (John 3:16). Whoever keeps trusting and obey-
ing Him, how can you not feel blest, joyful, and happy? 
 

Second, God unselfishly loved us first (vs. 10, 19). This type of love comes from God (vs. 7). He is the definition 
of love (vs. 8, 16). Without it, we could not show it towards one another (vs. 7) or even know God (vs. 8). If this love 
did not exist, we would hate one another and be liars (vs. 20). Additionally, we could not love God in return (vs. 20). 
However, since God demonstrated and defined selfless love, we can love one another (vs. 7, 11), know God (vs. 7), 
and be confident on the day of judgment (vs. 17-18). How can you not be blest, joyful, and happy when selfless 
love gives us a relationship with God and His people? Third, God sent this gift as a sacrifice for us (vs. 10). In this 
verse, John mentions the word ñpropitiation.ò It is the idea of satisfying or appeasing the wrath of God. Christ faced 
the wrath of God through the cross so that we did not have to for our sins (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:20-21). How can we 
not feel blest, joyful, and happy when Jesus argues our spiritual case before the courts of heaven (i.e., advocate; 1 
John 2:1-2) against Satan (cf. Revelation 12:10)? Thank you again to those who attended this trip and made it 
possible.  

Remington Afre 

 

 

 

 

He sees you when 
youôre é eating? Waiting for circus to start. 

They look so é excited? 
The teens canôt ñbearò 
to leave the circus!!!  

Whoo is watching 
you? 

This is winter in Southeast Texas! 
All you need is blue and        
snowflake white lights. 

Could this be Santaôs 
naughty list!! 

The teens are 
given the sign 
that it is time 
for them to 
leave! 

The Nutcrackers 
lined the walkway 
to the ñfestival      
of lights.ò 


