YOUth 4 Truth
Recap of Lake House Devotional

Thank you to Brad and Vicki Mansfield for hosting a youth devotional at their lake
house Sunday evening. Thank you for the meal and desserts. We enjoyed our time
with one another by playing basketball, pooling, and conversing. For the devotional
message, I instructed our young people to look at each other for a couple of seconds.
The reason for this is to share this thought: Ten years from now, not everyone in this
group will be faithful to Jesus. How frightening is this statement? But I am afraid it is
true. Previous devotionals were about sensitive subjects that our culture is adamant about, and the Bible has an
answer for them. Those topics may shake the faith of our young people to the point it leads them to defend
certain beliefs instead of standing up for the truth.
Likewise, not everyone in Israel made it to the Promise Land. Not only did some Israelites not make it, but their
prophet did not either. How could this individual who knew the face of the Lord unlike anyone else not enter
into the Promise Land (Deuteronomy 34:10)? While Israel needed a drink (Numbers 20:1-5), Moses str uck the
rock twice instead of speaking to it to bring forth water (vs. 8-11). God saw this act as testing Him and
mistreating His holiness (vs. 12-13). Ther efor e, Moses would not be with Isr ael when they went into the
land filled with milk and honey (Deuteronomy 3:27) but was only allowed to see it (Deuteronomy 34:4).
Although verses eleven and twelve of Numbers chapter twenty are reasons why Moses did not enter the
Promised Land, there might be another reason we need to consider.
In other words, in 1 Corinthians 10:4, Christ was the rock in the wilderness. Knowing this perspective, when
Moses struck the rock, perhaps he was also striking Jesus. If this is true, it is understandable why God would not
let Moses into the land. Along those same lines, it is interesting to note that Moses first spoke to the rock (cf.
Exodus 17). So then, when he spoke fr om the r ock that time, Moses might have been speaking to Chr ist.
If young people leave the faith, they are striking Jesus (cf. Hebrews 6:6; 10:29). If they stay with Him, they are
speaking to Christ through their everyday language and on behalf of Him (e.g., teaching, preaching). Disobeying
one simple commandment—speak to the Rock—will lead to unfaithfulness and ultimately not entering God’s
eternal rest (cf. Hebrews 4:1-2). Continue to tr ain your childr en diligently! They still have hope while
living. Get you and your family to heaven!
Remington Afre

Meadows Prayer List
Meadows Family:
Jack Crabtree / Heart issues
David Dorrell / cancer
Raye Dorrell / kidney disease
Gwen Dyson / Spinal stenosis, pain
Cheryl Gilbert / Cancer
Barbara Hood / health
Sharon Hood / health
Marsha Hoskins / health, strokes
Mary Kattawar / recovering
Ainsley Thompson / autoimmune issues
Jack Thompson / pneumonia

Elders:

Shirley Sturm / health
Billie Young

Linda Thompson / rec from fall
Chris Walker / health

Members Unable to
Worship With Us:
Johnnie Bean
Marjorie Crabtree
Floyd & Georgia Guillory
Ed Hart
Frankie King
Annie Pearl Leigh
Debbi Petree / health
Chester Runnels
Betty Jo Sorrell

Our Friends & Family:
Jayston Davis / cancer
Terry Flemings / Cancer
Marilyn Harrison / recovering
from surgery
Brad & Johnny Hood / health
Donald Nathan Roy Jr. / health
LaTonya Rawls / health
Keri Robbins / Blood clots in her arm
Jordan (Sanders) Ricks / Health
Jackie Simien / Cancer, treatments
Robert Tankersley / health

Meadows Church of Christ Leadership:

Derrell Hart (409) 769-0099
Donnie Landrum (409) 842-3236,
Brad Mansfield (409) 781-3987
Carl Sundgren (409) 658-0027

Deacons:
Jerald Bass, Bobby Case,
Joey Case, David Owens,
Daryl Phelps
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How Big is “Family”
The Bible is all about “family!” When God saw that
man was alone He did not give him a pet, nor tell him
to get busy in the Garden. He made him a “helper” and
brought her to the man. Moses then inserted into the
text (for there were not as yet such things as parents),
“…a man shall leave his father and his mother, and
shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one
flesh,” Genesis 2:24. So fr om the beginning of time we see the cycle of
family; kids stay with family, kids leave family, kids form a new family…
“FAMILY!!”
Later we see that God takes one family which He will use to become a blessing
for all families, (see Genesis 12:1-3). This family then becomes the centr al
family around which the entire Old Testament revolves. Within this family we
see blessings, tragedies, treachery, murder, slavery, favoritism, jealousy, selfsacrifice, love, etc., etc., etc.!
Whatever we may think about our own families, we can certainly look into the
Old Testament and find others just like ours. Some will be worse, others will
be better, but all of them will look like every other family we see around us
every day. Thus, on the last page of the Old Testament (in fact, the last verse of
it) we should not be surprised to read about God sending someone to help families. “And he will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the
hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the land with a
curse,” Malachi 4:6.
All of which was to prepare us for what was to come. 400+ years after the
above verse was written, we have the days of Jesus and His family recorded.
His story begins (on the next page of most of our Bibles), saying, “The book
of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham,”
Matthew 1:1. Then beginning with the next ver se the wr iter gives the
lineage of the “family” mentioned earlier (see Genesis 12:1-3). Dur ing His
ministry, Jesus teaches that the people of His bloodline are now part of a
greater family. This family is the one in which God is and will forever be the
eternal “Father” (Matthew 6:9). So how big is “family” where God is
concerned?!
IT’S HUGE!!!
Rick Walker

Current Events & Activities:
Meadows will be taking up donations
for the victims of the recent tornado hit
states. These donations can be dropped
in the collection box (please mark it
Tornado Relief) or you can give on our
online giving app. We will be sending it
through the Broadway Church of Christ
in Paducah, Kentucky. The amount
collected will be posted on the bottom
our Contribution & Attendance Chart in
our weekly bulletin. Thanks!

Men Serving Today
Men Serving this Morning:
Song Leader: Joey Case
Opening Prayer: Brad Mansfield
Table Leader: Bradly Hailey
Scripture Reading: Abran Leyva
Closing Prayer: David Owens
Men Serving Tonight:
Song Leader: Joey Case
Opening Prayer: Elder
Table Leader: Brad Mansfield
Closing Prayer: Duane Browning

“God loves & cares for ALL”

December
Anniversaries:
12/22 Del & Melinda Barnett
12/28 Blake & Morgan Judice
12/28
Larry & Vicki Thomas
“Happy 50th”

Contribution
& Attendance

Men Serving this Wednesday:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Carl Sundgren

2021 Weekly Budget:
$11,000.00

Men Serving Next Week

Collection 12/12:
$8,253.60

Men Serving Morning 12/26:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Dean Arnold
Table Leader: Gary Decaney
Scripture Reading: Taylor Decaney
Closing Prayer: Dwain Dorrell
Men Serving Tonight 12/26:
Song Leader: Joey Case
Opening Prayer: Elder
Table Leader: Donnie Landrum
Closing Prayer: Derrell Hart
Men Serving Wednesday 12/29:
Song Leader: Weldon Dunlap
Opening Prayer: Carl Sundgren

Attendance:
Sunday AM (12/12) … 145
Sunday B/C (12/12) … 80
Sunday PM (12/12) … 29
Wednesday PM (12/15) .. 38

Weekly Average for
November:
$27,887.93
Building Fund / Parking Lot
Balance:
$284,704.28
Tornado Relief Fund:
$0.00

“Don’t try to
grow a church.
Try to bless a
city. If you do,
God will grow
His church”

The top 3 winners of
the Christmas Trivia
Question Game:

December
Birthdays:

The winner of the
Meadows Christmas
M & M Guessing game
is …...
Reatha Barina
wins with a
guess of 1,237.
There were
actually 1,533
M & M’s (of all sizes) in
the jar. Congratulations
Reatha!!!!

12/19
12/21
12/22
12/23
12/24
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/30

Thad Price
Jackie Smith
Mike Sims
Eric Keller
Dale Stone
Raye Dorrell
Reba Riggs
Larry Paul
Ruby Franklin
Carl Sundgren

1. Charis Phelps
2. Lynnette Busceme
3. Elmer Sabrsula
Congratulations!!!

The church office will be closed
from Christmas Eve til New Years
(Friday, December 24th - Monday,
January 3rd). Stay safe and enjoy
the holidays with your family.

“Spending Time With the Son”
Remember growing up as a child during Christmas time? Counting down the days
til Christmas, all the while anticipating the excitement of that special day! Couldn’t
wait for family, friends, food and presents. What did we learn from all those
memories? Hopefully, we learned to be patient and know that good things come to
those who wait.
I experienced those same type feelings over the last few weeks. My son, Colby,
called me up a few weeks ago and asked if I had any plans for the week of December 6th. I told him I had
no special plans, just probably working like usual. He told me to block out that week. I wasn’t given
much information ahead of time. Just that we were flying somewhere that it could be cold, needed a
weeks worth of clothes, and could only bring a small roll-on luggage that we kept on the plane with us.
He didn’t want to deal with trying to find our luggage or the airport losing it.

At the airport while we were in line going through the detectors, I figured out Boston must be our first
destination. After arriving in Boston, we took out on the Freedom Trail seeing revolution relics dotting the
city. Day two was spent on a New England tour going to Fenway Park, and Gillette stadium. Day three
was a tour at the FDR Presidential Library. Day four schedule took place in Philadelphia (r ich in the
history of a new nation). After seeing what it took to form a new nation, we traveled farther west to the
solemn and historic battlefield of Gettysburg Pennsylvania for day five. As we left Gettysburg, I learned
our final destination was Washington DC. This is a place I have always wanted to see. Sites like the
Capital, White House, Lincoln Memorial, and numerous museums wer e just some of the attr actions
on our 11-mile trek that day. On Sunday (day six), the Lord’s Day, we spent time at Arlington
National Cemetery in r emembr ance of those who gave so much. The final stop on our Father /Son
trip was the Dallas Cowboy vs Washington Redskin Football game. This was truly an unforgettable
experience. Our seats were perfect (Level 2, forty-yard line, row 1) to finish off a per fect tr ip.
Reflecting back on the trip I realized the planning it took to make everything work out. The opening
lines of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians open our eyes to the truth that our Christian walk has been both
established and planned by the Lord himself. While we easily drift toward spiritually pulling ourselves
up by our bootstraps, Paul reminds us of what is true: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.
In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose
of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.” (Ephesians
1:3-6). Good planning can make a trip go smoothly, but good planning in our Christian walk can lead to
eternity in heaven.

Carl Sundgren

The Young Women’s Ministry
called “Shine” will be starting back up on Sunday,
January 9, 2022. This Bible
class will be for ladies from
college age ~ 45 years and will take place
during morning Bible class time in room #
111. The ladies that will be over this class is
Melinda Barnett, Rena Baxley, Meshell
Heartfield, and Connie Owens. Please mark
this new class on your 2022 calendars now!

The Meadows ladies have been very busy elves lately. Last
week the Meals on Wheels made homemade breads and
delivered them to our shut ins for Christmas. This last week
our Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible class
fixed fruit baskets and delivered them to 19
of our members on our prayer list. Also, some of our ladies delivered
the collection of donated gifts to the Women’s & Children’s shelter here
in Beaumont. To the left is a picture of the employees standing behind
the boxes of items that were provided from Meadows. Thank you so
much for all of the support from our Meadows family!

“People who
want milk should
not seat themselves on a stool
in the middle of a
field in hope
that the cow will
back up
to
them”

